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hose is not intended to stand heat or acids, and if subjected
to them will accordingly prove defective. In steam-raising
the tendency of the age is to employ higher and higher pres-
sures, and the conditions under which rubber hose valves,
packings, etc., are used nowadays are, as a rule, much more-
trying than was the case twenty years ago. Where the,
rubber manufacturer is made fully acquainted with the con-
ditions of use he can so compound his rubber as to give the
best results possible. Of course, when no details are
furnished him, it is not surprising that unsuitable rubber
is sometimes supplied. Eubber hose is familiar enough on
the lawn and in the garden, and in Continental cities for
street watering. Large quantities are used by the railway
companies for vacuum and Westinghouse brakes, in which
connection its use is likely to be largely extended in the
near future, if the fitting of fast freight trains with power
brakes is made compulsory. Per the steam heating of
passenger trains rubber hose is also largely in request.
Contractors use it in special forms, sometimes up to 8 feet
in diameter, for suction purposes ; while some fire brigades,
notably the Metropolitan, use rubber-lined flax hose instead
of ordinary textile hose. Brewers, again, use rubber hose?,
specially prepared so that it shall not communicate tiny
taste or impurity to the beer. For a good many purpowm
rubber hose has to be armoured, that is lapped externally
or internally with iron wire. In some cases this armouring
is embedded between the layers of rubber. The ordinary
hose for the vacuum-brake couplings is internally wired, so
as to prevent collapse by atmospheric pressure. External
wiring, in addition to a covering of marlin. or hemp cord,
serves to protect hose used in rough work from damage.